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that both are devoted largely to the mastery of the form of
the language and literature, that comparatively few get to the
point of entering into the spirit of the literature, that with
both the literature is in what is practically a dead language,
that the school training is largely in formal verse and prose
composition, in which form is made most important, since the
youth is manifestly unable to rival the thought, and that all
other branches of knowledge are undervalued and their rec-
ognition in the process of instruction disparaged, in all these
points the two present a striking analogy. Both aim at a
disciplinary training which comes largely through the mas-
tery of the form of a language; in content neither has direct
relation with the immediate needs of society; yet, in regard
to the actual processes of society, the Chinese literature bears
a much closer relation than does the literature of the Greeks
and Romans to the society of the eighteenth or nineteenth
century. However, this is not all of the problem; for the con-
tent value of the classical literature is so much greater than
that of the Chinese that when the general results upon the
intellectual life and social development are considered, there
is little basis for comparison. However, this further analogy
is to be noted; the disciplinary education based upon classical
literature (Chapter IX) was, and is yet, favored in an aristo-
cratic form of society where the forces of social stability find
greater emphasis than those of social progress.
While, as just noted, the content of their literary education
has little direct connection with the practical needs of every-
day life, in that it contains no arithmetic, geography, training
in the practical arts, or study of the national resources, in a
way it does have a most direct relation to their life. This is
because their literary education relates to the form, of con-
duct and of government. The great art with them is that of
conduct; the scholar is the one versed in the most approved
forms, and thus is fitted to become the ruler in society and
the director of the conduct of others-